
 
 

  
  

  

Night-Scaping, Nighttime Landscaping 
  

From an aesthetic point of view, Nightscaping® may be said 
to take up where landscaping leaves off, its purpose being to 
create through means of lights and shadows - after dark - as 
charming a picture of grounds and gardens as landscaping 
creates in form and color during daytime hours. The aims of both 
are the same - aesthetic as well as functional.  

Landscaping is the arrangement of lawns, flowers, shrubs, bushes 
and trees, together with non-growing articles of beauty, for the 
purpose of creating during daytime hours the most pleasing and 
charming setting for the structures on the property. 
Nightscaping®, on the other hand, is the selection, placement 
and arrangement of those light sources which illuminate all or 
a portion of the landscaping to effect, at night, a dramatic and 
pleasing setting for the same structures on the property. 
Nightscaping®, however, is not all aesthetic. A portion is purely 
utilitarian being that lighting employed solely for safety, enjoyment 
and social purposes.  

The one marked difference between landscaping and 
Nightscaping® on the contrary is just coming into its own, and only 
because the type and range of fixtures necessary to create the 
dramatic and pleasing lighting effects sought after are now 
available.  
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But first let us talk briefly about the development of interior lighting. 
We are all fairly well familiar with the fact that following the 
gaslight era, the first development in the use of electricity 
within the home for lighting purposes was the drop-cord with 
a single lamp bulb of some 25 watts. This type of light was 
suspended from the ceiling, not from a fixture, because there were 
no fixtures in those days, but directly by a single twisted pair lamp 
cord. That was many years ago. Electrical fixtures as we know 
them today were yet to be designed. Gradually, however, fixtures 
for interior lighting came into their own until today we have 
completely lighted ceilings and walls, with controlled intensities in 
both white and color.  

We know that interior lighting through the counsel of 
architects, interior decorators, and lighting experts is 
designed not only for utilitarian purposes but also to create 
moods and atmospheres of gaity, solemnity, restfulness, 
activity, warmth, and coolness. Such results do not come about 
automatically. It takes much planning, much thought, much effort 
and much research and training to obtain the interesting interior 
effects desired. So much for interior lighting.  

When it comes to exterior lighting, the areas to be lighted 
generally encompass the gardens, lawns, shrubs, foliage, trees, 
patios, walks, paths, swimming pools, and other play areas. The 
development of exterior lighting has been relatively slow. The 
transition from the "light-in-the-window" to the single porch 
light, to the unsatisfactory post light, to the all-too-glaring 
spot lights, to the present-day subtle, safe, controlled lighting 
made possible by the full range of modern exterior lighting 
fixtures, has been a long one. In fact, it has been all too long in 
the making.  

Whether it be during the daytime hours, or after dark, certainly our 
homes - and that means all structures and what is outside the 
structures - should be made so pleasing to the eye that a warm, 
friendly, inviting atmosphere is immediately created. To generate 
such pleasant and interesting visual amenities in the evening 
requires both a careful selection and placement of the various 
light sources to be used. Lighting gardens and foliage, for 
example, is to achieve aesthetic effects; lighting walks, paths, 
driveways, ramps, and steps is lighting for safety; lighting play 
areas, such as badminton, tennis courts, and the swimming pool is 
lighting for fun; and the patio for pleasant evenings of dining and 
card playing is lighting for social purposes. And all combined is 
Nightscaping®.  

Aside from the utilitarian factor of safety for seeing tasks as well as 
safety from the dangers of electrical shock, and the sheer joy of 
possessing beautifully illuminated gardens and grounds, together 
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with dramatic lighting moods and effects, proper exterior lighting 
offers the principal benefit of the feeling and appearance of 
increased spaciousness by seeming to merge the outside of 
the house with the inside. Nightscaping® is not reserved for the 
semi-tropical parts of our country. What more beautiful scene is 
there than you and your guests sitting inside by the warm and 
cozy fireplace looking out at a snow covered scene? Skeleton 
trees, fences all lighted as by a full moon at the flip of your switch.  

Additional well planned exterior lighting benefits: 

  

It assures one of more safety in the darker areas of the 
property 
It illuminates the beauty of gardens and grounds 
It creates dramatic and interesting silhouettes, shadows, and 
highlights 
It influences the moods of owner and guests 
It makes evenings outdoors more pleasant and livable 
It discourages uninvited visitors and prowlers 
It gives the illusion of greater depth and width to the property 
It makes for a warmer and brighter welcome for guests 
It adds to both the aesthetic and investment value of the 
property 
In summary, it makes for a more pleasant way of living 

William J Locklin 
Owner of Nightscaping® 
Friends Doing Business With Friends Since 1959 

 
 

Sales Tips 

  

If you are looking for an extra bright backlighting fixture with 
a warm incandescent light, you can order the Softliter with 2 
lamps (-LA2).  
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When ordering the Tuliter, you can have the body of the 
fixture perforated so that it will twinkle like our Starliters and 
Sparklers (-PERF).   

  

  

You can specify the Seegarliter with a Full Glass Top (-F), 
Half Glass Top (-H), Three Horizontal Slots Set @ 360° (-C), 
Vertical Slots (-V), a Brass Knuckle (-KN), or a 90° elbow 
(ELB-7520CU).    See Line Drawing for option details. 

   

   

 
 

Digital Power Switch: 
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Solar settings change sunrise/sunset time throughout the year so 
that you don't have to. 
  

The Digital Power Switch runs without the use of a 
photocell and doesn't require that you reset your on/off 
times throughout the year.  The first two parameters that 
you enter are latitude and longitude, which the timer uses to 
accurately locate your position and automatically program 
sunrise and sunset times.  These times will change 
throughout the year as days get longer and shorter. 
  
  
After all your settings are entered, you can switch your 
mode of operation between Manual and Automatic by 
closing the door and holding it in for 3-5 seconds.  If you 
leave it in Manual mode, you can choose On or Off (by 
pushing the door in one time).  If you leave town and 
don't want your lights on, make sure the timer is on 
Man Off and you won't have reset your settings.   
  
If you want the timer to run in regular operation mode, hold 
the door in until the display reads Auto, with the On or 
Off depicting if the lights are currently on or currently 
off. 
  
If you don't want the lights to come on for a second run-
time, leave the P2 ON (program 2 on time) blank.  The 
timer will always keep track of sunrise just in case you 
decide to run from sunset to sunrise in the future.  
  
Digital Power Switch Instructions 
Latitude & Longitude Lookup, USA 
Latitude & Longitude Lookup, Canada   
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